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An important consideration with respect to application denials is that in the state 

of New Jersey, the same criteria are held for firearm identification applications as for 

the permit to carry applications, and an individual can only apply for a permit to carry 

a handgun after they have been approved for a firearm identification. As such, an 

interesting question to contemplate while considering the results of the data analysis 

is: why were certain individuals denied a permit to carry, particularly for the reason of 

Public Health, Safety, and Welfare, if they had already met the states standard when 

they had previously applied for a firearm identification card which has the same 

application criteria for a permit to carry. An example that depicts the severity of this 

question is Dr. Martin Luther King Jr's own experience with applying for a permit to 

carry. In 1956, after his house was fire-bombed, Dr. King applied to the local sheriff for 

a permit to carry a concealed handgun. He was denied on the grounds that he was 

"unsuitable."
7 

Public Health, Safety, and Welfare is a denial category researched further in the 

study, and the percentage differences in denial rates for Black people in contrast to 

their White counterparts is striking due to the discretion likely present within the 

evaluation system for a permit to carry. Black and Hispanic individuals are denied at 

rates equal to or even surpassing those of White individuals, who make up a 

substantially larger percentage of the population. As such, a total of 90 Black and 

Hispanic individuals were denied for the reason of threatening Public Health, Safety, 

and Welfare, compared to 45 White individuals, indicating an alarming racial disparity 

as White individuals are the majority population in most counties. 

[7] James Peterson, "MLK's relationship with guns was more complicated than you'd expect," The

Philadelphia Citizen, January 17, 2022, https:/ /thephiladelphiacitizen.org/between-king-guns/. 
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